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Hawaii Teacher Standard #10: Fosters parent and school community relationships

First, when working with the youth group, I foster parent and group community relationships.  I actively involve parents as supporters, drivers, chaperones, and sometimes as double-sided rant sessions.  I get support and include the parents in the form of a youth board that helps support me in my endeavors.  Also, as a group, we have student and parent/family combined activities occasionally, to keep the lines of communication present and open between the parents and myself.

Hawaii Teacher Standard #5: Demonstrates content knowledge

Having a recently acquired degree in Oceanography, with a minor in chemistry, and having passed the PPST Chemistry Content Knowledge test, I think it’s fair to say that I am abreast of the developments in any of the content areas.  Also, my start-up page is a self-proclaimed “News for Nerds” web-site, which links scientific finds in all disciplines.  Chaperoning a field trip, I went to learn more about the local fishponds, which pertains to the local culture and customs. This can be used to tie information to student’s pre-existing interests and knowledge base.

Hawaii Teacher Standard # 3: Adapts to learner diversity

Finally, I am very good at developing rapport with different students: I work with jocks, students in AP/GT courses, to high-risk students who have severe emotional and behavioral problems.  These students range widely in ancestry; mainland Caucasian, Caucasians from the islands, Hawaiian, Samoan, and Asian.  How you approach different activities with different students is very important to having success.  If done right, hopefully you can educate all these types at once.

