Aloha Academy Biology
Instructor:  E. Buccat

Textbook:  Globe Biology: Revised Edition
Course Description:  This course is organized around five of the content standards for Science:

Standard 1: The Scientific Process: SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION: Discover, invent, and investigate using the skills necessary to engage in the scientific process

Standard 2: The Scientific Process: NATURE OF SCIENCE: Understand that science, technology, and society are interrelated

Standard 3: Life and Environmental Sciences: ORGANISMS AND THE ENVIRONMENT: Understand the unity, diversity, and interrelationships of organisms, including their relationship to cycles of matter and energy in the environment

Standard 4: Life and Environmental Sciences: STRUCTURE AND FUNCTION IN ORGANISMS: Understand the structures and functions of living organisms and how organisms can be compared scientifically

Standard 5: Life and Environmental Sciences: DIVERSITY, GENETICS, AND EVOLUTION: Understand genetics and biological evolution and their impact on the unity and diversity of organisms
The emphasis of the course will be on students engaging in scientific inquiry by engaging in selected experiments and investigations in the lab.  Students will often work together in groups in lab situations and all students are expected to participate fully and be an asset to the group.  Individual work will also be required and will be based on material given as handouts, worksheets, and supplemental reading resources.  Successful students need to apply the values, attitudes, and commitments of an inquiring mind and be able to use the problem solving process.
Course Expectations:  Students should report to class on time with their appropriate school supplies (lab book, pen or pencil, folders paper, etc.) ready to learn and become an active participant in class.  Students need to be respectful of the rights of the teacher to teach and of the other students to learn.  Students will demonstrate the importance of safety by applying safety skills in all activities, especially in the lab.  Students should use their time wisely in class and they should not hesitate to seek the teacher’s assistance during class, during A period, or by previous arrangement during recess or lunch.  Students need to be responsible for their own learning.  Students need to understand that it is essential for human beings to work together.  Students need to demonstrate the ability to involve in complex thinking and problem solving.  Students need to recognize and produce quality performance and quality products.
Course Requirements:  
Grading scale for assignments

Pts
Lab reports




20-40
Textbook questions



10

Notes





10

Activities




10
Quizzes




10-20

Projects




20-100
Tests





40-50
Finals





100
The quarter and semester grades are determined by taking the total points a student accumulates in that time period and finding the percent of the total possible points of that time period.

Grading Scale:

F:  65% or below 

C:  66 – 79% 
 
  B:  80 – 89%    
 A:  90 – 100+%

Plagiarism:  Copied work (from an outside source or another student) will receive a zero.

Classroom Rules:
The students are to follow the six basic rules for classroom behavior:

1. Respect the rights of the other students to learn and of the teacher to teach.
2. Show personal responsibility for everything that you do.

3. Report to class on time and be seated in assigned seat ready to learn.

4. No gum chewing, eating, or drinking in class.

5. No profanity, teasing, or disruptive behavior.  

6. Absolutely no electronic devices should be out during class (Cell phones, iPods, etc.)

Other rules specifying acceptable classroom behavior are found in the “Laboratory Safety Rules” handout and “Castle High School Student Handbook”.

Consequences:******

The consequences for failure to follow the six basic classroom rules are as follows:
1st Offense:  Teacher and student work out a reasonable consequence. 
2nd Offense or failure to serve detention: Notify parent and counselor, student conference with Academy teachers.

3rd Offense:  Conference with parent, counselor, and Academy teachers.

4th Offense:  Refer directly to Administration.

***Detention requires reporting to the teacher during recess, lunch, or after school.

***Failure to report for detention will result in a reminder and an increase in consequence.  A second failure to report will result in a call/letter home to the parents informing them of the detention due.  If a 3rd failure to report for detention will result in a referral to administration.

***Repeated offenses with no improvement will result in a referral to the VP for disciplinary action.

*** Severe disruption:  (fighting, drugs, class A and B offenses etc.)  Students will be sent immediately to the Administration.
