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Marine Science 2003-2004 Rules Handout 

Grading:

     Marine Science is a yearlong class; therefore, final grades will be calculated by adding the total number of points earned each quarter and dividing by the total number of points possible over the course of the year.  Grading will be based on individual effort and improvement throughout the year and measured by the number of points earned on assessments such as daily-work assignments, projects, and tests.  Most daily-work assignments will be worth fifteen points; whereas projects and tests will be worth about one hundred points each.  Total point counts per quarter average around 500-600 points. Those who come to class, work to learn about Marine Science, and prove it by completing most assignments will earn one science credit.


Point Scale:

  100%-90%
  A
Exceeds Selected DOE Science Standards for 9-12 Grades

    89%-80%
  B
Meets Selected DOE Science Standards for 9-12 Grades

    79%-70%
  C
Meets Most Selected DOE Science Standards for 9-12 Grades

    69%-60%
  D
Meets Few Selected DOE Science Standards for 9-12 Grades

     59%-0%
  F
Failure, Zero Credit for Year

Selected DOE Science Standards:

DOMAIN I: HOW HUMANS THINK WHILE UNDERSTANDING THE NATURAL WORLD

1. DOING SCIENTIFIC INQUIRY. Students demonstrate the skills necessary to engage in scientific inquiry.

2. LIVING THE VALUES, ATTITUDES, AND COMMITMENTS OF THE INQUIRING MIND. Students apply the values, attitudes, and commitments characteristic of an inquiring mind.

3. USING UNIFYING CONCEPTS AND THEMES. Students use concepts and themes such as system, change, scale, and model to unify the disciplines and help them understand and explain the natural world.

4. DOING SAFETY. Students demonstrate the importance of safety by applying safety skills in all activities.

5. RELATING THE NATURE OF TECHNOLOGY TO SCIENCE. Students use the problem-solving process to address current issues involving human adaptation in the environment.

DOMAIN II: WHAT WE KNOW TODAY ABOUT THE WORLD AROUND US

1. UNDERSTANDING SCIENTIFIC INQUIRY AND THE CHARACTER OF SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE. Students explain the process of how scientific knowledge is generated by scientific inquiry, and are able to critique a scientific investigation.

3. MALAMA I KA ‘AINA: SUSTAINABILITY. Students make decisions needed to sustain life on Earth now and for future generations by considering the limited resources and fragile environmental conditions.

4. UNITY AND DIVERSITY. Students examine the unity and diversity of organisms and how they can be compared scientifically.

5. INTERDEPENDENCE. Students describe, analyze, and give examples of how organisms are dependent on one another and their environments.

6. CYCLE OF MATTER AND ENERGY FLOW. Students trace the cycling of matter and the flow of energy through systems of living things.

18. EARTH IN THE SOLAR SYSTEM. Students discuss how the Earth-moon-sun system causes seasons, moon phases, climate, weather and global changes.

19. FORCES THAT SHAPE THE EARTH. Students analyze the scientific view of how the Earth’s surface is formed. 

Classroom Rules:

1)   Malama-  Be safe.  No pushing or roughhousing in the classroom, especially during labs and when using sharp or dangerous  materials or equipment.  Listen carefully and follow all safety instructions, especially during lab activities.

2)   Aloha-  Stay quiet and attentive during teacher-led instruction.  Set a good example by staying in your seat and focusing on the lesson during teacher-led instructions such as opening announcements, assignment instructions, and reviews.

3)   Akamai-  Make up all missed work.  It is the responsibility of the student to obtain and complete all work missed regardless of the reason for the absence.

4)   Laulima-  Clean up after yourself.  Keep the classroom clean, especially during/after labs & art activities.  Push your chairs in as you leave.  Please don't write on or tag the tables and other classroom equipment. Take the initiative and find ways to help out and keep our space clean and uncluttered.

5)   Hoihi-  Be respectful.  Treat substitute teachers as guests; respect and help them as well as other visitors to our class.

Consequences...

If you choose not to adhere to the classroom rules, you will face these consequences.  Severe violations will bypass steps 1 & 2.

Step 1:  =====>
Verbal Warning



Step 3:   ====>
Phone Call to Parents

Step 2:  ====> 
A- Period Discussion about behavior

Step 4:   ====>
Referral to the Vice Principal

Guardian’s Name:_______________________________ Ph # (day) :_____________ Ph # (night):___________

Guardian’s Signature:___________________________________
Date:________________

Student’s Signature:____________________________________
Date:________________
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Planners:


Check the front chalkboard daily for the lesson plan and upcoming assignments.  The lesson plan, located to the far left when facing the board, will give a list of the day's activities. Homework and upcoming assignments will be posted to the far right. Copy the lesson plan in your planner or daily log every day at the start of class. Planners will be checked occasionally as a graded assignment.  Also the board will say if you need your binders or books for the day.  If needed, get these items at the start of class also.

The Box:


The "Box" refers to the shallow metal tray that sits on the front desk in room 14A.  Place all assignments into the "Box" for grading.  It will be emptied at the end of each period and the graded papers returned promptly.    Check on any papers not returned to ensure that credit was recorded. Grade spreadsheets with three-digit ID codes will be posted in room 14A to allow students to monitor their progress towards completing all assignments.

Books:


Due to the high cost of modern textbooks, students will be assigned a specific book to use in class. Students are to use only their assigned book. Students are responsible for any damage done to their books. Please report any tears, marks, etc. noticed immediately to Mr. LaChance. Copies of the textbook can be checked out for use outside of class.

Binders and Portfolios: 


All students are required to keep a three-ring binder for storing graded papers and writing materials.  Binders may be kept in the classroom if only used for this class.  Keep all daily logs, notes, handouts, and other papers in chronological order. Binders will be checked and graded regularly.  All students will also make electronic portfolios to display understanding and mastery of the DOE Science Standards, using work from their binders as examples.

Absences:


It is the responsibility of the student to obtain and complete all work missed regardless of the reason for the absence.   Students should get all missing assignments during A-period, recess, or lunch on the day that they return (or in class if time permits).  These assignments should be completed, labeled "Absent Work", and turned in within three days.  Tests and quizzes are always announced well in advance; so students are expected to take them on the day that they return as well.

Late Work:


All work is to be submitted in class or by the end of A-period on the day that it is due.  Work turned in one day late will still receive full credit, but be marked late.  Each student is allowed three of these lates per quarter.  Work turned in two or more days late will receive half-credit, but some credit is better than no credit.

Extra Credit:


Extra credit is a great way to earn extra points, bring up grades, and pursue personal interests in Marine Science.  It can be earned in many ways, including:  finding and summarizing current newspaper or magazine articles related to Marine Science and/or science; researching information and creating posters on selected topics related to Marine Science; reviewing nature videos; participating in volunteer work or service learning; bringing in household and office supplies as needed; and/or making up your own, new extra credit projects.  A maximum of fifty extra credit points per quarter may come from article summaries.
A-Period:


A-Period is from 2:40-3:00 every Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday.  (Mr. LaChance may not be present on Tuesday, but Mr. Kenner will be).  Students are required to leave this time free each week to meet with teachers, get work missed from absences, seek extra help on assignments, and make up missing assignments.  A-Period will also be used as a time for students who break class rules to serve their detention.

Interims:


At the middle of each quarter, all students in danger of failing will have interim reports sent to their parents for notification.  Parents are to sign the interim that they receive and send it back to Mr. LaChance.  Unreturned Interim = Call to Parents!!  Students who get interims will be required to come to A-period at least two times weekly until their grade rises above the "C" level (70%).

Final Exam:


There will be a final exam at the end of the year covering all material studied throughout the school year.  Organized and complete binders will be a definite bonus in being prepared for the final.  Those students who come to class, stay caught up, complete their assignments, and don't copy answers during assignments, should be able to pass the final exam.
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