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Philosophy Statement

As teachers, there are supposed to be some main goals we all have for ourselves and for our students to receive out of what we do.  It’s assumed we wish to increase the knowledge of these students in the content area of the classes we teach.  Also however, it’s been fairly well defined that we need to teach them more worldly things so that they can have a positive impact on their community during their stay and after they leave the confines of the school setting.  Finally as teachers, we ourselves need to gain something from our teaching experiences. We need to change to find more effective techniques to teach the content, we need to model our lives as those we want the students to have, and need to keep ourselves current on the knowledge of our field.

One of the most important aspects of teaching content to students is understanding and knowing when they can handle which sorts of tasks and information. French philosopher Jean Jacques Rousseau, among others, expressed the importance of the education of the student being directly correlated to the physical development of their brain.  To do this, a teacher must know the phases of growth, and understand how their content can be broken down into categories for these different phases of development.  Once the material selected to be taught to a certain group of students is deemed appropriate for their development level, then the next important thing is the methods with which they are taught.   Again by keeping up with educational studies, teachers should be able to implement the latest techniques to increase their effectiveness at teaching the content material.  This implies using a style of teaching which best accommodates the student.  Ways in which to do this include having consistent procedures for students, being well organized, clearly expressing learning objectives and linking the activities together, and teaching in a way best suited to their minds: i.e. visual (“external memory aid”), hands on, problem based, etc.  As a science teacher, I have this aspect a bit easier than other teachers may have it, say mathematics teachers.  Science is based on the scientific method of exploring information, asking questions, and then trying to figure out ways in which these questions can be answered via experiments and further study.  One important part afterwards is the reflection upon the data gathered and results garnered: what does this mean, how can this be done better, etc.  Dewey proposed a system similar to this scientific process for other disciplines, but again, it seems like this would be much more difficult for certain other disciplines.

However, a student who just receives good grades, no matter how exemplary, may not necessarily become a productive and positive member of the society in which they are in: be it the school community, the local town, or the country as a whole.  First and foremost, having an environment where acting towards each other in a socially acceptable way is the only way of interacting is one of the most important methods to get this point to the students.  Having a strong, but fair and balanced, set of classroom rules which respects everyone and allows everyone to have their point heard, like a democracy in which we live, is key.  Students need to know, accept, and agree to have the classroom being a safety zone where opinions can be stated and discussed.  In sciences, this means more of discussions about methods for experiments and implications of results more than personal beliefs and values which may be involved in other classes, yet it is still important to get across.  The influence of high school on students is astounding, and is where people learn skills, knowledge, and just as importantly attitudes which will be how they are going to grow up and look at the world.  To function well in society, students must first have an accurate representation of what exactly the world at large is, that there’s more than their small town/city/state, and they need to be aware of these too.  Awareness in the science classroom is created by studying the environment, which is especially important in Hawaii (Malama i ka Aina) to put across: that these students are the future who is responsible for not just their society, but for their own and their land’s wellbeing.  Bringing students up to be citizens of the United States means giving them the skills and knowledge so that they can make informed judgements about what they think is important in their lives, and then knowing the avenues which will get these concerns addressed (i.e., voting).  A very important aspect to this in my opinion is to not tell them what is right or wrong, good or bad.  It is my goal to help them be able to responsibly decide these things for themselves and act appropriately pertaining to these values.

Finally, as a professional teacher, there are things that I would like to get out of the experience.  Foremost, I’d like to not just gain, but hone and exemplify the skills needed to be an effective teacher.  Areas that I am aware I need specific focus on are preparatory and organizational skills.  I know I need to teach in an appropriate manner to the students (i.e. not just lecture based, but problem based), however I need to find effective, efficient ways of preparing these other types of lessons.  I need to continue to keep myself abreast of the latest literature and conclusive studies being done on learning, and continue to implement these into my teaching.  Also, I need to continue to keep myself abreast on the latest experiments and breakthroughs in the scientific community as well, to ensure that the information I’m teaching is the latest and most accurate.  This in itself can be a challenge, with science changing so rapidly, and advances coming even more-so.  These same attributes of increasing frequency of changing and the like is also what makes it so exciting to be involved in the field in the first place.
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