Geologic Time Periods Quiz

Name: ___________________ Period:_____

Answer all questions, explaining if required.  No notes, books, or help from people nearby.  Good luck!

Page 1: 2 points each.

1) Name the four Eras of Life:

a. ________________

b. ________________

c. ________________

d. ________________

Multiple Choice: Circle the best correct answer.

2) The Cenozoic Era is known as the “Age of the Mammals” because:

a. The first mammalian fossils were found.

b. Those rats are just so cute.

c. Mammals became the dominant life form.

d. The dinosaurs died out in the Mesozoic Era.

3) The dominant life forms in the Paleozoic Era were:

a. Slime.

b. Complex underwater organisms.

c. Dinosaurs.

d. There was no life in the Paleozoic Era.

4) When an organism dies out forever, it’s called an:

a. Explosion

b. Evolution

c. Extinction

d. Organism

5) The Paleozoic Era began approximately:

a. 65 M.Y.A.

b. 3.5 Billion Y.A.

c. 230 M.Y.A.

d. 570 M.Y.A.

True or False: Mark if the sentence is True or False.

6) _____ Fossil layers can help us to determine ancient climate based on what organisms were alive.

7) _____Amphibians are more advanced than Primates because they don’t need water at all.

8) _____Flowering Plants actually appeared much later than other types of plants.

9) _____An asteroid hitting the Earth and breaking off the moon caused the death of the dinosaurs.

10) _____The end of the Cenozoic was marked by massive extinctions of life.

11) _____The first life started on the surface of Earth because it was such a nice place to live.

Short Answer: Answer three of the following five questions. 5 points each.

1) When did the Pre-Cambrian Era start? Why did scientists choose that time as the starting place?

2) List three characteristics of life that existed in the Pre-Cambrian Era.

3) Explain how the Earth was formed.  When? How?

4) Describe the evolution of life on Earth as we know it now.  What is happening to the organisms?

5) Explain how, when,  and why dinosaurs died out.  Be as specific as possible for time, the process, etc.

Long Answer: Answer one of the following.  Use folder paper if necessary.  15 points.

1) Describe why the Pre-Cambrian Era finished and became the Paleozoic.  What happened to the animals, planet, plants, etc.  Describe new organisms that appeared in each era.

2) Explain how fossils are made, and what sorts of information we can get from them. Be detailed. Write everything you know.

